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After Echoing for Centuries to the
: Tread of the Condemned and the
Groans of the Tortured It Will Turn to
a Way of Hope and Artistic Gayeties §
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Old Wood-Cut, Showing a Prisoner
Being Tortured in the Ancient
Dungeon Which Will Now
Be Open to Visitors.

at Venice, which has been called

the saddest spot in the whole world,
will henceforth be only a place of happy
associations, frequented by art students,
tourists and curlosily seekers.

For the first time in the four hundred
vears of its existence the Bridge ot Sighs
will not be associated in any way with the
trial and condemnation of unhappy pris-
oners

The celebrated bridge connects the
Doge's Palace, the most important clvil
building in the city, with the ancient State
Prison, where the most conspicuous vic-
tims in the romantic and bloodstained hlis-
f Venice have been confined, tor
tured and executed,

Although the Doge's Palace has long
been used mainly as an art museum, the
Prison has, up to the preésent, served its
ancient purpose, and many of the most
notorious prisoners of recent years have
heen confined there. Only a few years ago
the beautiful Countess Tarnowska, accused
her stfange psychic powers to

THE world-famous “Bridge of Sighs”

tory

of using

drive an Infatuated admirer to murder,
was detained In this prison
The mysterious veiled woman, closely

guarded by attendants in long cloaks, was
conveyed in a gondola from the old prison
to the courthouse and back again. As the
spectators watched this picturesque pro-
cession passing over the canals of Venice
they were strongly reminded of the trage
dies and romances of olden times that have
made the story of Venice go thrilling and
fascinating.

But dn future no scenes of this kind will
be associated with this ancient group of
buiMings. The State Prizon is to be con-
verted into an art centre, where students
of painting, sculpture and other arts will
study. Owing to its proximity to the Doge's
Palace, the Basiiica of St. Mark's and other
tamous bufldings, which are filled with art
treasnres, it is a particularly suitable cen
tra for students, Moreover, it {8 not con-
sidered in harmony with modern fdeas that
miserable prisoners and criminals should
create a discordant note amid these beau-
tiful surroundings.

As long as the Prison was occupied by
eriminals and acensed persons it was im-
pogeible for students and visitors to pass
freely about the Bridge of Sighs, as one
end was closed to them. In ancient times
prisoners were tried in the Judgment Hall
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A Recent Prisoner, the Countess Tarnowska, Passing Down the
Steps of the Ancient Prison.

of the Doge's Palace and then conveyed
for execution, torture or imprisonment to
the neighboring prison

So many prisoners have passed over the
bridge that it has paturally grown lo be
regarded as deeply touched with sad mem-
ories, and even baunted with the spirits of
the departed. Unhappy men and women
have stopped here countless times during

the centuries and i0ooked out of the win
dows of the covered hridge and sighed as
they took their last look at the sunlight
Some were on their way to death and
othere to torture and lifelong jmprison-
ment in the gloomy dungeons bencath the

prison,
Byron has expressed the feelings that
have impressed visitors to this thrilling

gpot in hig lines which begin:

“1 stood in Venlce on the Bridge of
Sighs

A prison and a palace on each hand.”

The bridge passes over the Rio Canal.
It 18 beauntiful In design, but the canal is
narrow, the buildings high and the water
dark. Little sunlight comes here during
most of the day, and the appearance of the
bridge I« in harmony with its gloomy story.
So suftable is the bridge considered for s
purpose that it has been copied in prison
architecture in various parts of the world,
and New York's City Prison (the Tombs)

is connected with the neighboring criminal
court by a similar structure.

The history of Venice iz more deeply
crowded with tragedies and romances than
that of any other medineval State. There
are good reasons for this, The Republic
of Venice early in the middle
the wealthiest and most luxurious

community In Europe.

It struggled for riches by every means
in fts power without a shadow of scrupu-
lousness. It intrigued for wealth and in-
fluence in every corner of the globe, Its
envoys subsidized the monarchs of distant
lands when they aided Vefetian designs
and murdered or ruined them when they
opposed those designs.

Any Venetian who hindered in any way
the prosperity or power of his ecity was
congidered to have merited the most dread-
ful death, Men who had merely counter-
feited the money of the repubMe were tor-
tuted to death in a terrible manner be-
causge they had attacked the commercial
stabillty of the community, Even those
who had simply entered into trade arrange-
ments with other States were put to death
in a spectacular manner,

When Venlce was at the height of her
power and wealth she fell under the con-
trol of a very powerful oligarchy of rich
families. This oligarchy was represented
by the notorious Counecil of Ten, which

became,
ages,
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One of the Greatest Tragedies in Venktian History
—Young Foscari Brought Before His Father,

so'o. After Bein

Carried Over the Bridge of Sighs to

Tortured and
the Judgment Hall.

heard accusations agrinst anybody and
paszed judgment in secret, inflicting any
form of death or imprisonment It pleased.
The swiftness and cruelty of its judgments
becamsa notorfous, throughout the world.

The ruling oligarchy was determined that
no individual, however able or powerfiy
should become stronger than the domln:p
class, and the mission of the Council of Ten
was to carry out this policy. Hence no
pergon in the State, however high or noble,
was safe from its terrible and secret judg-
ments. Even the Doge, the Chief Magis-
trate of Venice, was subject to the juris-
diction of the dreaded Council of Ten. Ona
Doge after another lost his head simply
because he was accused of having exces-
sive ambitions.

It the Doge plAnned to marry his fair
young daughter to a forelga prince the ter-
rible Council might send her to the block
or the torture chamber ‘without the least
compunction, because they thought she
would be the means of giving her fhther
or her husband too much power over
Venice.

In order to facilitate the making of ac-
cusations there was the celebrated lion's
head at the entrance to the anie-chamber
of the Council of Ten. Anybody who
wished could, under cover of darkpess,
place an anonymous accusation in the llon's
month. bringing charges against any per-
he chose to name, even the Doge himself.
This was bound to be Investigated by the
Council, and often swift and terrible ae-
tion followed upon the nameless accusa-
tion

Thus everybody In Venice lived in more
or less danger of torture and execution.
But in spite of this they lived a merry
life. Their motto was “Let us eat, drink
and be merry for we may die at any mo-
ment."

Their carnivals, masked balls, water
fetes and other gayeties becamg noted in
every country. Never was there sueh
splendor, such sensual enjoyment, soeh
ardent romance as in the beautiful palaces
of Venice. And nobody knew whether the
mocturnal delights would end in a sum-
mons béfore thg dreaded Council of Ten,

Among the many (ragedies that arose
from these conditions in Venice the most
consplcuous naturally centred about the
Doge's Palace, the Bridge of Sighs and the
State Priron. For many centuries important
prigoners were tried in the Judement Hall
of the Palace and conveyed over the
Pr Ige to the Prison for execution or in-
carceration. RBoth beneath the Doge,
Palace and the Prison thera are subt
ranean torfure ehamhbers. These are filled
with racks, thumbserews, huge gridirons
and many other dreadful instruments of
mediaeval torture. These were used upon
the unhappy prisonegg both before and
after trial.

Perhaps the most tremendous of all the
tragedies that have been enacted In these
buildings was that of ({he Doge Foscarl
and his son. The circumstances have been
used In Byron's play, “The Two Foscarl"”
Francesco Foscarl was Doge from 1421 to
1457, and greatly increased the territory
of Venlice,

His only son, Glacopo Foscarl, was un-
justly accused by tresacherous enemies be-
fore the Counci of Ten of treasonable cor-
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of Sighs Which
Connects the Doge's
Palace and the State
Prison "and Passes
Over the Rio Canal.
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Hitherto Prisoners Have Been Conducted in Gondolas to the Prison,
Which Is to Be Transformed Into an Art Centre.

respondence with the Turks. He was
dreadfully tortured In the subterranean
dungeon of the prison and then drfagged
bleeding and half dead across the Bridge
of Bighs to the presence of his father in
the Judgment Hall of the Doge's Palace,

The Doge, because of his great patriot-
{fsm, suppressed his feelings as a father
and confirmed the gentence of banishment
passed by the Couneil. The son'soon af-
ferward succnmbed to his injuries and the
father died of a broken heart.

Another very celebrated tragedy was
that of the Doge Marino Falleri, who was
executed in 1355, He had been offended
by an insult to_his beautiful wife by a

voung nobleman who had relatives on the
Great (founcil, Dissatisfied with the slight
punishment inflicted on the nobleman, the
Doge comnspired with the plebelans to make
himeelf sovereign of Venice

He was conviated and beheaded in a
most epegtacular manner at the foot of
the grand stalrway of the Doge's Palace
His place in the gallery of portraite of all
the doges In the palage Is taken by a
picture showing an emply throne with a
black pall thrown over it.

The methods of the Venetlan Council of
Ten at one perlod have been revealed in
a remarkable diary by Marino Sanudo,
who was a member of the council. A
typleal example of the awful swiftness
with whigh ghe Ten etruck down traltors
j« affordefl by an ontry in Sanudo’s dairy.
“One March morning in° 1488 Sanndo
writem: -

“Pursuing my wonted way to the Palace
I heard everybody saving:
iustice hath deen done:' and as 1 paseed
atong the piazza 1 raleed my eves to the
two columns, and there saw hanging An-
tonio 41 Lando. our secretary, who used
to keep all our secrets, iranslate our
cypher.and attend the Senate,

“All the city marvelled for that nothing
was known about it, and he was hanged
by night In the official dress with gleeves
acomedo; and thils is what had happened:
Now be it known this was done because
he had revealed our secrets to one Zu.n
Battista Trevisan, formerly of eur chan-
cellery, but cashiered and aeting as a kind
of segretary to the Marquis of Mantua.

“And thus it was discovered: This An-
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“This night,

-
tonio, licet he was old, and had only 180
ducats a vear, kept a certain mistress

called L.aura Trovolo at St. Trinita, and this
Zuan Battista did also visit her, and dur-
Ing the evenings they spoke in Latin to-
Now, Laura told this to her lover,
Hirronimo Amadi, who concealed him-
gelf behind the arras and heard the two
speak in Latin of State secrets.

“And the said Laura had not the courage
to turn informer, but sent her lover to the
Ten, who arrested both lover and mistress,
and Antonio at Laura's house
Sunday, who lay gick there; and Zuan was
caught in a boat on Monday morning. And
s0 Lorenzo Venier, the Councillor; Troyola
Malipiern, cHlef of the Ten Avogador
of the Commune and ‘the Inquisitor met,
barred all aceess to the Palace and put the
prisoners to the torture. That same nieght
Antonio swung from the gallows. He died
impdnitent, and would nefther eat, confess
nor take the sacrament,

“No one was allowed on the
g0 swiftly was the execution determined
on that no rope could be found: and simce
all the shops were closed, A messenger was

gether.

one

seized on

* the

piazza, and

dispateched, not foot, to the arsenal, who
returned with gome sghip's cordage, and
Antonio wak straightway throttled; and
while hanging, ut dicitur, he fell and broke
hig arm, and was then hauled up again. No
word was heard. and folk said he was
strangled in prison. But this is how things
happsned, and 1 saw him with the rope

round his neck in two knots, and his dress
all muddy: and the said Antonio was left
a whole dav on the gallows, and at evening
was bhuried. He had served the Seigniory
for forty vears, was very poor and had a
wife at Padua.”

False coiners were punished with terrible

saverils After torture they were usually
burned alive

The Ten were equally severe against
blasphemers. In March, 1506, one was

taken between the columns, his band cut
off and tongue and eyves plucked out In
15619 some blasphemers, inclunding a priest,
were exposed n a boat along the canal,
thelr ¢rime being proclaimed, then taken
{o the hostelry where they had blasphemed,
Then thelr tongues were cut out as an
example to others. Io September of 1512
the noses of ten smugglers were cut off
between the columns.



